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Does the concepefthe" tninistty of the laity 
get beyond international conferences into 
life of the churches?” a layman asked re- 
ly. 

he answer is a resounding “Yes” according 
e evidence of four new laity leaflets pub- 
bd by the World Council of Churches (avail- 
from the New York office, price $.50). 
great new awakening is becoming in- 
singly evident in the churches throughout 
world,” according to “The Laity: The Church 
e World.” “It concerns itself with the place 
responsibility of the lay membership, or the 
(men and women), of the Church. The 
ening is evident even in churches where 
doctrine of the priesthood of all believers 
ot been central.” 

n North America there is the development 
enominational and non-denominational lay 
ements as well as a few lay training centers 
parish experiments. In Europe, the trend is 
nrd lay training centers, Evangelical Acad- 
ps, different laymen’s rallies such as the 
hentag (see page 3), Protestant profes- 
al associations, lay communities, fraternities 
Iona, and experiments in parish renewal. In 
ca, Asia, and Latin America there is a grow- 
lawareness of the role of the laity and their 
onsibility in the missionary outreach of the 
en.- 

lhe pamphlet points out that the real message 


(Continued on page 2) 


IE LAITY <THE CHURCH IN THE WORLD 


THE PYRAMIDS—An aggressive program of youth 
work is being conducted by younger laymen of 
the Coptic Orthodox Church in Egypt. World 
Council photographer John Taylor on an excur- 
sion to the pyramids found this group of young 
Copts and their leader. 
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THE BIBLE AND CAMUS 


The Bible and a modern novel were studied 
together by sixty-five Christian workers from 
nine different countries in a four-day “retreat” 
held in the Swiss resort of Glion, above Mon- 
treux, recently. 

The “fraternal workers,” who are helping 
refugees or assisting European churches, came 
from projects in eight European lands and in 
Algeria. They were called together by the 
Division of Inter-Church Aid of the World 
Council of Churches for this twelfth annual 
meeting. The WCC coordinates the program, 
which is made possible by development of post- 
war contacts between churches within Europe 
and others abroad. 

The main theme of the retreat was based on 
Bible studies dealing with reconciliation, led by 
the Rev. Philip Potter, West Indies, head of the 
WCC’s Youth Department. Some sessions were 
then used to focus the Bible’s teaching on the 
situation of an “unreconciled” modern man, the 
controversial hero of the novel The Outsider by 
French Nobel Prize winner Albert Camus. Con- 
ference members dramatized situations from the 
book and attempted to come to grips with the 
attitude of modern men and women who have 
lost all faith in God and in human values. 

Another starting point for discussion was the 
film “The Broken Mask,” dealing with race divi- 
sion in the Church and made in the United 
States for the National Council of Churches. 
Participants tried to find ways of dealing with 
personal problems they meet in their daily 
activity by linking the Bible studies on Jere- 
miah, Ephesians, and St. Paul’s Second Letter 
to the Corinthians with the issues raised by the 
book and the film. 


MALAYA: Because of the increased number 
of participants, the constituting assembly of the 
East Asia Christian Conference on May 14-24 
has been shifted from Port Dickson, Malaya, to 
Kuala Lumpur. About 150 delegates, consultants 
and observers are expected to attend. 


U.S.A.: Dr. Oscar Cullman of Basel, Switzer- 
land, has appealed in the U.S.A. for reciprocal 
offerings for the needy as a step towards unity 
between Protestants and Roman Catholics. 
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ASHRAM, INDIA—The ashram in which a grow 
of Christians share in spiritual retreats, discussi 
groups, and witness is one of the ways in whi 
laymen in Asia seek new patterns of Christi 
obedience. 
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of the Church—the communication of the Ge 
pel—is not “getting through” even to 
majority of Christians who attend services re 
larly. “Every individual Christian has his ow 
world to influence, to change, to bring un 
the Lordship of Christ. That is the function 4 
the laity—that is how they must carry out 1 
mission of the Church. This, and not some ne 
order or organization, is the ministry of 1f 
laity.” 

Better training for the laity to assist them 4 
their task in the world is a major need. TI 
pamphlet dealing with “The Awakening of 1 
Laity in Europe” tells of the great Europel 
laymen’s rallies, evangelical academies, and giv 
as an example of a brotherhood the Iona Coil 
munity in Scotland. It tells of parish renev 
through the house church. 

“Laity Trends in North America” include¢ 
brief general survey of denominational and | 
terdenominational programs and mentions su 
bridgeheads as the Kirkridge Center in Penns 
vania, and the Christian Faith and Life Cc 
munity in Austin, Texas. It tells briefly of pan 
renewal in communities of Christian beliew 
such as Judson Memorial Church in New Yo 
Greenwich Village and the Church of | 
Saviour, Washington, D.C. | 

To order, address “Laity Packet,” Wag 
Council of Churches, 156 Fifth Avenue, N 
York 10, N.Y. 


VISITORS WELCOME AT MUNICH KIRCHENTAG 


The Ninth German Kirchentag or Protestant 
Wehurch Congress will be held this summer in 
unich, Bavaria, August 12-16. Already plans 
e well advanced for the reception of some 
D,000 Kirchentag delegates, and for the final 
ben-air service on the Sunday, when some 
0,000 are expected. 

Parish groups all over Germany, both in East 
nd West, are at work studying the themes of 
€ main lectures. Munich Kirchentag support- 
Fs are canvassing the city for 50,000 spare bed- 
poms. Roman Catholics are offering to put up 
Srotestants for the Kirchentag, just as Protes- 
@nts in Berlin last year offered hospitality to 
Whe Katholikentag. 


cumenical Visitors Will Be 
especially Welcome in 1959 


© Dr. Reinold von Thadden-Trieglaff, the 
W@mous founder and director of the Kirchentag, 
Mas always invited and welcomed visitors from 
road. For Munich 1959 special plans have 
®een made to enable ecumenical visitors to take 
@h active part in the week—to join in the 
#scussions and Bible studies, and to make the 
@ongress not just an interesting visit but also 
}mething of a spiritual experience. 
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Hitler’s ““Brown House’? Converted 


A Kirchentag ecumenical center will be set 
up near the Central Railway Station. For this 
purpose a very famous Munich building will be 
used—the “Brown House,’ where Hitler had 
his Nazi Party Headquarters. This is now being 
adapted as new premises for the Music School of 
Munich, and its many rooms will provide ample 
accommodation for ecumenical discussions and 
meetings. It will be open all day during the 
Kirchentag. 


AUSTRALIA: A home for twenty aged White 
Russian refugees from China was opened in 
ceremonies on March 8 and 9 at Cabramatta, 
near Sydney. The home was built by the World 
Council of Churches and the Russian Relief 
Association, with special grants from the office 
of the United Nations High Commissioner for 
Refugees and the Australian government. 

About 4,500 White Russians have gone to 
Australia since 1952, more than 4,000 of them 
assisted by the World Council of Churches. 
Plans call for bringing another 1,000 to 2,000 
this year. The first seven residents of the home 
at Cabramatta arrived in Australia on March 11. 


4IRCHENTAG—In the final session of the 1956 Kirchentag in Frankfurt, Germany, half a million gath- 


ed on the outskirts of the city. The mass gathering is only one aspect of Kirchentag. The intensive 
‘eliminary Bible study and the efforts to find ways in which laymen can witness to Christ in their 


“ily lives are the main elements. 
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The 1959 Pentecost poster stresses Christian uni 
—the fruit of the Spirit. A Pentecost packet — 
available from the New York office of the Wor 
Council for $.50. Bulletin covers cost $2 per 
dred, postpaid, and include the Pentecost m 
of the World Council presidents. Pentecost 
May 17. 


UNITED STATES: An American advertisi 
man has written a book which includes 
practical suggestions on how to make chur 
programs lively and involve lay people in mo 
active participation. Willard Pleuthner h 
designated the World Council and three oth 
religious organizations to share in royalties fro. 
More Power for Your Church and Buslding L 
Your Congregation (Farrar, Straus, and Cu 
hy). Mr. Pleuthner says the World Coun 
“provides an unequaled climate and op 
tunity for ecumenical thinking and action.” 


THE ECUMENICAL COURIER is a bi-mo 
bulletin published by the United States Confe 
of the World Council of Churches, 156 Fi 
Avenue, New York 10, N. Y. Betty Thom 
Secretary for Public Relations, editor. The Coun 
unites 171 Anglican, Orthodox and Prot 
communions in 53 countries. Neither t 
COURIER nor the World Council of Churches 
responsible for opinions quoted in its col 
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59 Kirk Week 
Meet in Dundee 


‘The Church in the World” is theme for 


ner countries, the purpose of the week is to 
mine how the Church can best serve God in 


ll Scotland Movement in which seven 
ches participate. Chairman of the committee 
Dr. Robert C. Mackie, a former associate 
fMeral secretary of the World Council of 
urches. 
a We seek the Word of God for Scotland and 
we the world. The search demands serious 
ught and study, and a serious willingness to 
committed to new ways of action,” the Kirk 
yyeek announcement states. 
' series of main addresses on “The Crisis of 
hn” in his total environment in industry, 
ily, in. taste and judgment, in scientific 
@velopment, and international relations will be 
ven. 
b To discover the Word of God for these crises, 
ft whole assembly will be divided into small 
ole study groups. In the evenings the assembly 
] examine the ways in which the Church as 
e People of God” is translating into action 
® Word of God in relation to the crises of 
en. 
Since Kirk Week has to do with Christ’s 
@rdship over the whole of life, there will be 
Maibition of art and photographs, music, drama, 
, ns, and laity workshops.” 
¥ The layman in the world of society, living 
ed working, spending the larger part of his 
4/2 there, is the man who is best fitted to under- 
‘nd what is going on. That does not mean 
jit he does understand,” say Kirk Week plan- 
‘rs. “Rather he is the one who is likeliest to 
Spreciate the full strength of what the world 
vers. To bring together people who are aware 
® problems, to encourage discussion and 
futiny of them is to open up the way for inter- 


2tation of the Bible in modern social terms.” 
i 


What does life mean anyway? The Iona com- 
munity in Scotland, which bands ministers and 
laymen together, helps boys like these on a Glas- 
gow street corner find an answer. The Community 
seeks to find new ways to bridge the gap between 
industrial men and the Church. 


California ‘Friends’? Hear Tobias 


Friends of the World Council of Churches 
in Southern California heard Dr. Robert Tobias 
at a recent meeting of the West Coast group. 

Mrs. Charles O. Goodwin is chairman of the 
California WCC Friends. Dr. Tobias, who is the 
associate executive secretary of the Council on 
Christian Unity of the Christian Church is a 
former member of the Geneva, Switzerland, 
staff of the World Council. He is well acquainted 
with European churches including the Orthodox. 

The Very Rev. Leonidas C. Contos, a member 
of the advisory committee of the Southern Cali- 
fornia Friends of the WCC, will be the speaker 
on June 22, the Monday following the Orthodox 
observation of Pentecost. He is dean of St. 
Sophia Greek Orthodox Cathedral in Los 
Angeles. 
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Third Assembly To Study 
"Live Issues" in 1961 


A special emphasis on questions that “come 
out of the life of the churches and are live issues 
for their members” will mark the next assembly 
of the World Council of Churches to be held 
in December 1961. 


The 600 delegates to the assembly, tentatively 
scheduled to meet at Peradeniya, Ceylon, will 
consider these “live issues” under three sections 
dealing with the unity of the Church, the wit- 
ness of the Church, and the service of the 
Church. 


“Jesus Christ: The Light of the World” will 
be the general theme of the assembly, according 
to a decision taken by the Council’s policy- 
making Central Committee last August. 

A preliminary paper outlining the plans for 
the Third Assembly says that the theme will be 
related to the “missionary dimension of Christ's 
work through His Church in the world, the 
spiritual and ethical demands of His purpose 
on individual Christians and churches, and 
Christ's fashioning and empowering His Church 
in its struggle with the powers of darkness.” 

The 171 Orthodox, Protestant, Anglican, and 
Old Catholic churches have been asked to see 
that interest in the theme of the assembly is not 
confined to church leaders but is widespread 
among local churches. 


RHODESIA: Vigorous protests against laws 
introduced in parliament by the government of 
Southern Rhodesia have been launched by 
church leaders in Central Africa. 

Five of the leaders have protested against the 
Unlawful Organizations Bill, which provides for 
permanent suppression of the African National 
Congress in Southern Rhodesia. They warned 
against “diminution of the authority of the 
judiciary and of the accepted principles and 
standards of justice.” The signatories included 
the Roman Catholic Archbishop of Salisbury 
and the Anglican Archbishop of Central Africa, 
the Most Rev. W. J. Hughes, who also com- 
mented: “This is so grave a departure from the 
traditions of British justice that it can only be 
termed scandalous.” 
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Geneva Events for Calvin Obsery 


The celebration of the 450th anniversa 
the birth of Calvin will include the first “Fe 
val of Sound and Light” to be held] 
Switzerland. 

Beginning on Sunday, May 31, the spects 
will be repeated every fine night during | 
summer months of 1959 in front of the Re: 
mation Monument, a wall set off by statues 
the four reformers, Farel, Calvin, Knox, E 
and other figures of the Reformed faith 
Europe. 

On Monday, June 1, the World Presbytex 
Alliance will open the renovated Calvin A 
torium next to the Cathedral of St. Pierre. J 
Calvin taught the Bible in the Auditor: 
which was used by the Scots reformer John K! 
for the worship of English-speaking exile 
the Reformation city in the sixteenth cent 


work and worship. The lay brothers wo 
laborers in Marseilles, Algeria, and elsewhere 


